5111 Fow'er Avenue,

Cleveland, Ohic

Schauffler kiissionary Training School.
A very Happy Christmas and lew Year to our Dear Friends:

Last spring a number of you asked about the last days of our precious
Mother's earthly pilgrimage. At the time it was not possible to even
thank you for your letters of loving sympathy. But in this more peace-—
ful place,where I have come to prepare for my last stretch of service, T
have taken time to share with you the memories of a year ago, hoping
that especially to the Grandchildren whom she loved so much, kargaret
Bell Haskell may seem to speak again.

liother was nearly 84 years old but she had never retired to take a seat
in the chimney corner;she kept up with the procession. She was inter-
ested in world affairs;was a member of the group striving for "Inter-
national Friendship thru the Churches;"she made a study of the questions
and candidates upon which she was tc vote;she was a prop in the W.C.T.U.
and especially so in the Community Prayer Circle,and the church prayer
meetings. In her last illness she dictated a letter for me to type to
Pres. lary Z. Wooley,which resulted in the gift of $£50 from the

Student Shest of iit.Holyoke College for the first Settlement House of
Bulgaria.

What liiss Dimond used to call "The taking cown of the Tabernacle! began
with Mother in the fall (it was some form of liver trouble);this pro-
cess can never be easy,it i1s necessarily accompanied with great dis-
comfort,weariness,and at times with actual suffering,but with ilother
there was also so much of happiness and of that insffable "something"
which comes to those whose faces are set Eeavenward! You know that one
thing that kept liother young was her good will towards her fellows;
every attention or kindness came as a glad surprise but the lack of the
same made no impression;her pure soul could not suspect others of wil-
ful neglect;she never felt slighted. When in her illness the flowers,
fruit,callers,and letters poured in,her cup was full;love seemed to
Just radiate from her,and she had something beautiful tc say about
every human being with whom she came in contact. And how gocod people
were;our Landlady,lirs.Dulmage,and all in the house, the Doctors, the
church people,and the relatives,but when it came to those nearest her--
"There never was such a son as Harry"che said and then added quickly
"Ed is just as good,of course,but he is so far away." I add "Amen"!
What would our parents have done in their last days without a son in
America to care for them and look after their affairs? I am sure she
mould wish me to thank again her precious grandchildren,whose lctters
and attentions were no end of comfort at all times,but especially now.

In Nov. Harry came from Kansas City and Zdward's second son Douglas
from New York and Eddy Haskell was studying in Oberlin. The dear
Mother said over and over "I was so happy to have my three boys to-
gether". Had Edward and his grandson Bobbie been present she would
have classified all as her "boys." Mother looked forward to Eddie
Haskell's evening visits when he would whcel her back to her room from
the sumny front room where shc spent her days. "He is just like a
breath of Spring", she said. .



By Novembcer we employcd as rognlar nirhe uurss Lrs. Anna Quinn Williams
(colored). Thru the day I hed “hc carc bat I xnew that with lre.viliams

at the helm all would be will thru the anight. jamsic confided to ms,
"Somctimes when krs.Willians is working ovur me &t night and I see thosa
great brown apms around me, (lirs.W.weighod £20 1bs.) why,1it alnost scoms
as tho it wzs a bear. Then I think Thcy arc such DZAR arns,what doc

y—

i1t matter if they ARI browm!'"!

Mothor was always a poor slecper,and VCry acpenacnt on

S book of the
"Daddy Longlesgs" typc for soporofic. dnce thc booir hapj
LET

&a ne
“Gentle Julia'. The invalid told mc with glce now
stopped rcading aloud, she could hcar her chuskli
reading to hersclf.

I had dreaded thc nights for
she was thrcatened,should ov
calamity.

lother,when thet total blindness with which
take h t kincly Dcath averted this

Aftcr she left us someonc said he had bacn much morc helpcd by Licther's
lifc than by reading the Bible. But ilother without “he "Gude Buice" (as
she called it) would be impossible tc imagine. All her life the Eook
had "left its.impress on a quiet,cultured geatievoman". I used tc wmar—
vel in 3amokov at huw perfect courtesy uvovard the poorest,most uninter—
esting human beings who because of lack of public welfare work crowded
about any one who would help them. They did not suspect how napy
luxuries and even counforts that little lady forewent in order tc share
with them her worldly goods. "Bear ye one anothers hurdeuns and so ful—
fil the law of Christ® had been her life motto. When ill she did not
talk about death,but she made a list cf keepsakes for her nearest and
dearest and she had me read over and over the passagc beginning "If our
earthly house of this tabernacle be dissclved we have a building of Ged
a house not made with hands,eternal in the hzavens'. Cne evening she
had been pretty miserable and after lMrs.Willians came to take charge
and I had gone to my rcom,I could not rest,so walked dewn the hall to
see how things werec. iiother's dcor was open and sho vas sitting up in
bad,with her face alight as she said "I am better now,I have had a
sweet little talk with lirs.Williams. Find her the place to recad for me
about the many mansions®! Cne night she wantcd me to find the versc'Him
that cometh to me,I will in no wisc casi out"! She said it was the verse
which had helped her when as a high school eirl che had wantad to <
settle the question ebout perscnal religion. iother was not upset by
Modernism. She f&lt it of small immortance whcether stories here-to—fore
suppesed to be historical facts had been proved to be traditions, in-
corperated to teach grcat spiritual truthe; .hwi she did consider it
important that men rcad the Bible 1o coue to krnow their Creator, and
that they obey the law of love to God and cach cther. At her funeral
the Pastor dwelt at length on her TCLERANCE. He gave as an illustration
an incident told him by a friend. When kiv. Nelson, the proprie ter of the
"Kansas City Star" was in his last illness,it seems that Mother wrote
the great man a letter to cxpress her gratitude that her soa could have
becn long assecciated with onc of Lir.Nelson's personality and fine
principles. In her letter she madc it plain that she considercd Mr.
Ncleson's work a rcal contribution to the worldts good, and that in his
own way he had scrved God and his fellows. lir.Nelson had not emphasized
the church, and was touchcd that ont so precminently rceligious should
recognize him a5 bolonging to her class.



But nc one whc knew Mother would imegine her reading to have heen con-
fined to the one Book. Miss Chase of the College Library said the Litra
ry should have a special delivery system for Mrs.Haskell. llany varieties
of boaks we read to her but always aimed to have a humorous bock and
some biography in hand. For weeks Miss lary Case came every afterncon
to read aloud and this gave me time to go out and do errands, the most
impertant being a trip to the Library.

By Feb.8, the dear cne could no longer listen to steady reading,she was
in such misery,but a friend who happened in,remarked on her perfect
poise and courtesy withal. Feb.lO was her last day of consciousness. kir.
VanderPyl's call and prayer cheered her greatly. "How good it was in him
to come,and how thankful I am not to have been in misery while he was
here", she said. Little Lirs.Heydenburg also came and iother asked her to
read from the Book so it happened that the last reading to which this
aged missionary listened was the 126 Ps:"The Lord hath done for us great
things,whereof we are glad.--They that sow in tears shall reap in Jjoy.
He that goeth forth and weepeth,bearing precious seed,shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing,bearing his sheaves with him."

Early on the morning of Lincoln's birthday came her release. Harry came
right on and everyone was more than kind. The funeral service in the nld
First Church was very beautiful. Some of the passages read were Ps.91,
Ps.23:4,Ps.103:13,14,Jn.14:1-3,Jn.11:285,2C0or.4:17. Where was Mother at
this time? Could she hear the Pastor speak of how people loved her both
in Oberlin and in far away Bulgaria? Why he even said"The church has
been vindicated throughout the ages by such rare spirits"! A Bulgarian
later reminded me that-he said: "She had dignity divorced from stiffness"
that"the atmosphere of a room subtly changed when she entered."I have
already spoken of his words about her tolerance. 'hat would she have
said at the display of flcwers? Of course she would have said the money
should have been given to the needy(which is true) but in her heart she
would have smiled to think the"Kansas City Star"and the other Kansas % .
City friends had loved her son enough to remember his liother,and she
would have been touched at the offerings from her own personal friends.

We have already told you how a band of Bulgarian workingmen carried her,
(volunteer pall bearers). We laid her by Father in Westwood. For her in-
scription we chose:"Blessed are the merciful."Mother left the manuscript
of a daily devoticnal book,to be published in Bulgarian. The passage for
one day reads"On the shores of the Adriatic,the wives of the fishermen
whose husbands have gone far out upcn the deep are in the habit at even-
tide of going down to the sesashore and sSinging the first stanza of a
hymn. They listen till they hear borne by the wingd,across the sea the
second stanza, sung by their pgallant husbands, as they are tossed by the
gale upon the waves.

Perhaps if we could listen,we too could hear some sound,some whisper,
borne from afar,t~ remind us that there is a heaven and a home!"

iy Mother's children and grandchildren weculd all wish to thank all the
friends for the expressions of their regard for her.

Sincerely,

Ww%//f Kzatlf



